SIEL Conversations is a webinar series launched by the
Society of International Economic Law in 2020.
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The Second Tariff War and the International Trade Regime

The diagnosis is almost unanimous by now. Donald Trump's proclamation of country-specific tariffs on 2
April 2025 marks a pivotal change in the global trade regime, smashing, as far as the United States is
concerned, the Most-Favoured Nation principle that has been a pillar of multilateral trade relations
since 1947. The imposition of counter-tariffs by China and the European Union, following Canada’s
earlier this year, suggests that we are entering a Second Tariff War, this time on a global scale. The new
Trump Tariffs will affect not only companies and individuals in the United States and its large economic
competitors but, possibly most seriously, cripple smaller economies that happened to have a trade
surplus with the United States in 2024,

In this SIEL Conversation, panelists will examine and discuss the implications of Trump’s tariffs
proclamation, as well as of announced countermeasures. They will assess the effects of the Second
Tariff War on companies, other countries, and the world economy more broadly. And they will discuss
the prospects for the reconfiguration of global economic relations - as well as the roles that
international trade law is likely to play in this new reality.
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lana Dreyer is the founder and editor of Borderlex, the leading European news site on
international trade policy. Before launching her publishing activity in London, lana worked
as policy analyst in think tanks, writing on trade and energy policy in Brussels and Paris. lana
has worked with the European Centre for International Political Economy, the Institute
Montaigne and the EU Institute for Security Studies. lana has also worked for the Financial
Times group and has trained in journalism. lana is a graduate from the London School of
Economics and Sciences Po in Paris.

James Thuo Gathii is a Professor of Law and the Wing-Tat Lee Chair in International Law
at Loyola University Chicago School of Law since July 2012. He is a graduate of the
University of Nairobi, Kenya, and Harvard Law School. He sits on the board of editors of the
American Journal of International Law, the Journal of African Law and the Journal of
International Trade Law and Policy, and on the Advisory Board of the International Journal
of Constitutional Law, among others. He is a founding Editor of Afronomicslaw.org

He is an experienced arbitrator in International Commercial Arbitrations and Investor State

Disputes. In 2016, he was elected to be on the Indicative List of Panelists of the World Trade
Organization.

Anna Jerzewska is a customs and international trade expert with over 18 years of
experience in academia, public and private sectors. Anna is the founder of Trade and
Borders consultancy and advises a wide range of clients — from individual companies to
governments and international organisations including the WCO, OECD, UN and UK
government departments. She is the customs rapporteur for EuroCommerce in Brussels,
representing European retailers in front of the EU Commission. Anna is a former Deputy

Director at HMRC, UK customs authority and customs consultant for PwC, EY and KPMG
in London.
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Simon Schropp is Director at Berkeley Research Group, having previously served as
Managing Economist at Sidley Austin LLP for over a decade. He has extensive experience
across a range of policy and legal regimes, jurisdictions, and business sectors. Simon has
also testified before regulators and participated in litigation before the World Trade
Organization, international arbitration tribunals, and domestic fora. He regularly
publishes on trade issues and serves as adjunct professor at The George Washington
University, where he teaches trade policy and international economics.

Joel Trachtman is a Professor of International Law at the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy. A Harvard Law School graduate and former editor-in-chief of the Harvard
International Law Journal, he practised in New York and Hong Kong before entering
academia. He has authored multiple books and served on the editorial boards of journals
including the American Journal of International Law, the European Journal of International
Law, and the Journal of International Economic Law. He has consulted for several
governments and international organizations, including the United Nations, the World
Bank, and the OECD. He has been a visiting professor at Basel, Hamburg, Harvard, and
Hong Kong.
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